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Appendix A – Bathing Beach Inspection Form 

 
Bathing Beach Inspection Checklist 
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 Bathing beach has a current permit.     

Health and Safety in Swimming Areas 

 Swimming areas are clearly marked with conspicuous buoys or poles 
spaced not more than one hundred (100) feet apart and separated from 
no-diving areas by the use of a lifeline placed at the four foot mark. 

    

 Bottoms shall be free from holes, steep slopes and sharp objects, and 
in parts less than five-feet deep shall have a bottom of sand, gravel, 
stone or other acceptable material to eliminate any unusually turbid 
(muddy) condition of the bathing water under normal use conditions. 

    

 Water depths in diving areas shall conform to standards outlined in 
Chapter 3701-31 of the Ohio Administrative Code.  (See Diving 
Requirements) 

    

 The minimum safety equipment at each lifeguard station shall include 
one ring buoy at least eighteen (18) inches in diameter, attached to at 
least forty feet (40) of rope, and one rescue tube or rescue buoy. This 
equipment shall be available at all occupied lifeguard stations. 

    

 All swimming areas shall have a fully equipped backboard with a 
proper fitting extrication collar, sand bags (or equivalent), blanket and 
ties, or straps, available at all times. 

    

 All bathing areas shall maintain fully stocked first-aid kit containing, as 
a minimum, the contents of a twenty-four (24) unit kit as recommended 
by the American Red Cross, or equivalent, as approved by the Board of 
Health. 

    

 All equipment and appurtenances shall be maintained in good repair at 
all times. 

    

 Health and safety rules shall be established by the operator of a 
bathing area, and these rules shall be posted conspicuously along the 
bathing area shoreline. 

    

 A telephone, with a posted list of emergency numbers, shall be readily 
available at all bathing places. 

    

 Night swimming shall only be permitted where adequate artificial 
lighting is available. 

    

 Any person suspected of having an infectious or communicable 
disease shall not be permitted to use the swimming area. Any person 
who has been refused entry to a swimming area under this section may 
be granted such entry upon presentation of a written statement from a 
physician that the condition is not infectious or communicable. 
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Health and Safety in Beach Areas 

 The beach area shall be kept free of litter, dead fish, broken glass, 
sharp objects or any other hazardous materials. 

    

 Refuse containers shall be provided in sufficient numbers to assure 
that litter or hazardous materials do not accumulate on the beach area. 

    

Health and Safety in Bathhouse Areas 

 Bathhouses, where provided, shall be constructed in accordance with 
all applicable state and local building codes and shall contain the 
required number of fixtures (showers, sinks, toilets, urinals, drinking 
fountains, etc.). 

    

 Bathhouses and their appurtenances shall be maintained in good repair 
and shall be kept thoroughly clean and free from any accumulation of 
filth, garbage, rubbish or other waste. 

    

 Disposal of sewage and liquid wastes shall be in a public sanitary 
sewerage system or by another method approved by the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

    

 All sewage and liquid waste collection systems shall be maintained in a 
safe and sanitary manner so as not to create a health hazard or 
nuisance. 

    

 All water supply systems shall meet the standards of the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA).  If well water is used, a copy 
of the current License to Operate (LTO) from OEPA must be submitted 
with the application, otherwise provide a recent water bill (account 
numbers may be redacted).     

    

 All drinking water supplies shall be of adequate quantity and potable 
quality and the water supply system and equipment shall be 
maintained in a safe and sanitary manner so as to not create a health 
hazard. 

    

Lifeguard Qualifications  

 Must be sixteen (16) years of age or older     
 Must be physically and mentally capable of performing the duties of a 

lifeguard 
    

 Must be trained in first-aid and artificial respiration     
 Must have completed a water safety and rescue course such as 

offered by the American Red Cross 
    

Lifeguard Requirements at Bathing Areas 

 One or more qualified lifeguards for each three hundred (300) linear 
feet of occupied  bathing area shoreline shall be on duty at all times 
during open hours. 

    

 A lifeguard shall be considered on duty when he or she is occupying an 
elevated lifeguard chair situated so as to provide the lifeguard with a 
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clear, unobstructed field of vision of his or her respective territory 
observation. 

 All water surface areas being used by bathers shall be within the field 
of vision of a qualified, on-duty, lifeguard. 

    

 Where there are one or more lifeguards on duty occupying an elevated 
lifeguard chair, a walking guard on the shore may also be considered 
on-duty if he or she is maintaining surveillance for any particular area 

    

 Where diving or sliding in deep water is permitted, a separate, qualified 
lifeguard shall be on duty and situated so that he or she has a clear, 
unobstructed field of vision of the diving and/or sliding area. 

    

 When deep water swimming, outside of diving areas and removed 
from shore lines and elevated lifeguard stations, is permitted, at least 
one rescue boat, or rescue board, shall be provided and manned with a 
qualified lifeguard. 

    

Water Quality (Bacteriological Standards) 

 Periodic sampling of bathing beach waters at bathing areas within the 
Health District may be required, to determine the bacteriological 
quality of the water. 

    

 The acceptability of bathing beach waters shall be based on the 
following bacteriological criteria: the fecal coliform count (either MPN 
or MF count) shall not exceed 200 per 100 milliliters as a monthly 
geometric mean based on not less than five samples per month, nor 
shall it exceed 400 per 100 milliliters in more than ten percent of all 
samples taken during the month. 

    

Records 

 Personnel file of each qualified lifeguard including: 
- Record of physical examination (if so required); 
- Record of pre-employment skill test (if so required); 
- Record of in-service training (if so required); and 
- Record of American Red Cross or equivalent water safety, life-

saving, first-aid, CPR, rescue, etc., courses and certificates of 
successful completion of said courses. 

    

 Each bathing area shall maintain at all times a complete record of all 
accidents, inquiries or rescues and of all cases where first-aid 
treatment was provided by a qualified lifeguard. These records shall be 
available to Summit County Health Department personnel and 
appropriate local law enforcement authorities upon request. 
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Beach Advisory Signs & Forms 
 

Advisory signs should be of sufficient size to be easily read and posted in a conspicuous location 
to be easily seen, preferably near all commonly used entrances and at other places of 
congregation at the beach (e.g., rest rooms, changing areas, lifeguard stations, etc.).  Signs should 
be readily available at all times in the event a posting is suggested or required. 

 

Bacteria Water Quality Advisory 
- The single sample maximum for E. coli bacteria content is 235 

colony forming units (cfu) per 100mL of water tested. 

 

Harmful Algal Bloom General Sign 
- Shall be posted at beaches and boat ramps. The white sign 

describes what a harmful algal bloom looks like and advises that 
people be on the alert and avoid them. 

- Used when satellite images indicate blooms. 

 

Harmful Algal Bloom Orange Warning Sign (Discontinued by OEPA and 
replaced with red and green Recreational Public Health Advisory signs) 

- Shall be posted when a HAB is visually confirmed. It indicates that 
an algal bloom has been detected, and that swimming and wading 
are not recommended for children, pregnant or nursing women, 
those with certain medical conditions and pets. 

 

Harmful Algal Bloom Recreational Caution 
- A Blue Recreational Caution sign will be added to the white sign 

when a HAB is visually confirmed. It indicates that an algal bloom 
has been visually detected, and that samples have been collected 
and are pending laboratory analysis for cyanotoxins. 

 
Harmful Algal Bloom Recreational Public Health Advisory 

- A red sign will be added to the white sign when HAB toxin levels are 
equal to or exceed a Recreational Public Health Advisory threshold. 
It advises that algal toxins at unsafe levels have been detected and 
to avoid all contact with the water. 

- A safety-green caution sign will be added to the white sign at boat 
ramps when a red sign is posted at a beach. It advises boaters that 
is a HAB confirmed at a beach and may be present in other areas of 
the lake.  
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Ohio EPA Bloom Report Form 
- Shall be completed and submitted if you see surface scum or 

something that looks like blue-green algae.  

 

Beach Regulations 
- Health and safety rules shall be established by the operator of a 

bathing area, and these rules shall be posted conspicuously along 
the bathing area shoreline.  

- Example signage of rules that shall be posted at bathing beaches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


